
FOREWORD .

A spec tre ,
” wrote Kar l Marx in 1847 , i s haunt ing Europe ,

the Spectre of Commun i sm . A l l the Pow ers of O ld Europe have
entered into a ho ly a l l ianc e to exorc i se th i s spec tre .

”

But the exorc i sm has fa i led . In va in does the holy al l ianc e
rec onst itute it se l f in order to per form i t s chosen task . The spec tre
of 1847 i s a mere spr i te no longer .

,
I t has emerged from the dark

ness in which it was wont formerly to p lay the par t of a m i serable
shadow . I t has become an embod i ed sp ir i t , a power incarnate !
and to-day i t

'

bo ld ly and brave ly assumes it s place in h i story as the
Bo l shevik Revolut ion ,

the Sov iet Repub l ic . The Red Per i l i s
a shapeless ideal no longer . I t i s a stern real i ty . I t i s a l iv ing
c on sequenc e , an es tabl i shed soc ial fac t . I t i s a thr i l l ing

,
fee l ing

,

str i v ing human inst itut ion . I t has desc ended from heaven to

earth
, put as ide i ts godhead , and bec ome possessed o f body

,
part s

,

and pa ss ion s . H ow c ame th i s trans format ion to be effec ted !
The answer i s not a d i ffic u lt one to be sure . Econom ic

de velopment p layed it s par t— and al so the boundless audac i ty of a

few brave pioneers
,
among whom Michel Bakun in deserves a

plac e for h i s t ire less zea l and tremendou s enthu s iasm .

H ow f ar per son s may be deemed the embod iment of epochs i s
a debateable quest ion . I t i s

,
at least

,
c erta in that h i story ga ins in

fasc inat ion from be ing treated as a c onstant suc cess ion o f bio

graphies . Assu red ly
,
more than Lu ther and h i s c irc le were

nec es sary to effect the Reformat ion . But who wil l deny that to
glean the charac ter s o f Lu ther , Melanc thon

,
and Zw ingl gives

c harm to our know ledge o f the per iod ! And do not the boldness
o f the men and c er ta in notab l e sayings rema in with u s as matter s
o f consequenc e to be remembered in song and story

,
whi l st the

abstrac t pr inc iples for wh ich they stood bore u s not a l i tt le ! Who

o f us wi l l c are to fo l low al l the techn ica l work acc ompl i shed by
W ickl if when he pioneered the pub l ic read ing of the B ible in

Engl i sh or turned aside from h i s scho lar ly Lat in to bold wr i t ing in
our nat ive tongue ! W e remember on ly that he d id these th ings .
Forgett ing h i s errors

,
if s as he

'—
incl ined towards orthodoxy

,

we l inger with admirat ion o ver h i s bra ve dec larat ion when he stood
alone aga inst interest and prejud ice ! I bel i eve that the Truth
wi l l preva i l . ” And so , when we speak o f the Free Press

,
we th ink

o f one man
,
Richard Car l i le

,
as typi fy ing and embody ing the

s truggle though assured ly hi s work w as made poss ib le on ly by
the devoted band o f men and women who ral l i ed round in the
h i stor ic battle for the free press .

In l ike fash ion , when w e speak o f the Ru ss ian Revolut ion and

Commun i sm our thoughts turn to Michel Bakun in and Alexander
Herzen . The latter w as the father of re vo lut ionary N ih i l i sm . Bu t
he repented of h i s offspr ing . Bakun in never repented .
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Br i t i sh bourgeo i s c r i t ic s o f the Ru ss ian Revolut ion be l iev e very
much in the freedom o f capi ta l wh ich they con fu se with the freedom
o f the ind iv idua l . And knowing that Herzen and Bakun in be l ieved
strenuous ly in indiv idua l freedom ,

they applaud N ihil isin as a sort
o f improvement on Bol shevi sm . B u t there can be noth ing in

common between the haves and the have nots . The phrase
N ih i l i sm or Liber ty can no more reconc i l e oppos ing
interest s than the phrase Democracy or l O I

‘

l

mic interest s are rea l i t ies . Phrases are on ly 1

That they may be convinc ed on th i s po in t
,

th

t ion to the presen t memo ir . I have not told or

deta i l that I m ight have done . Several essays by
an apprec iat ion by Wagner

,
that I 1ntended to repr int the

Herald o f Revolt (1

s eparate publ icat ion . I have c omp i led and selec ted from
I have publ i shed s ince 1910 under var iou s C ircumstances l n 1

m i l i tary deten t ion
,
etc

less ly el im inated repet i t ion
,
md

por tra i t o f Bakun in in relat ion to the revolut ion and h is

\My a im has been to pic tu re the man as he w a a

menta l forc e
,
often at fau lt

,
a lw ays in earnest

,
strenuou s and

in sp ir ing,
GU! A

Bakun in House
,
Glasgow

,
W .

,
Nov .

,
1920.



MICHEL BAKUNIN , C OMMUNIST

Michel Bakun in w as born in May ,
1814

,
at Pryamuchina

,

s ituated between Moscow and Petrograd , two year S
'
a f ter hi s

fr iend
,
Alexander Herzen

,
fir s t saw the l ight by the fires o f

Moscow . T he future apos tle o f N i h i l i sm w as the son of a wea l thy
landed propr i etor , w ho boasted a l ine o f ar i stoc rat ic anc estors ,

Economic c ondit ion s had dec ided that h i s natura l de s t iny w as the

army . Consequent ly , at the age o f fourteen ,
he entered the Schoo l

of Ar t i llery at S t . Peter sburg . Here he found
,
among a large

minor i ty of the student s at least
,
an underground c ur rent o f

L iberal i sm which w as on ly outward ly loyal and obed ien t to the

behest s of the Governmental despot i sm . Amongst themse l ves
,

these rebel s tudent s cher i shed the memor ies o f the Dec embr i st s
of 1825

,
and handed round the poeni s—i that some of the mar tyred

rebe l s had wr i tten— as sac red l i teratu re ,
to be preser ved and passed

on from generat ion to generat ion . Anecdotage o f the martyr s
themse l ves —most o f whom had be longed to the Fir st Cadet Corps
and the Art i l lery In s t i tute— w as a l so eager ly reta i led and jea lou s ly
rec i ted . Those o f the Dec embr i s t s who had been sentenc ed to

Siber ia were pi t ied for not ha v ing been able to share the honourab le
fate o f those who were e xec uted . I t w as imposs ib le for mi l i tary
despo t i sm to effac e memor ies o f hero ic revolt or to s i lenc e ent ire ly
the gen iu s o f know ledge . So the revo lut ionary enthu s iasm c on

t inued to ex i st and to grow apac e . That i t influenc ed Bakun in
‘

i s c er ta in ! but to what exten t w e cannot say . For he w as

consc iou s more immediate ly o f the d i sc ord ex i st ing between h imse l f ‘

and h is en v ironment . Thu s
,
wr i t ing to hi s parent s

,
in the autumn

of 1829
,
Bakun in sav s !
H ere begins a new era in my l ife .

I

Un t i l now my sou l and

imagina t ion were pure and i nnocen t . T hey were not s ta ined in any w ay . Bu t

here ,
in the ar t i l lery school

,
I be came acqua in ted wi th the blac k , fou l , low

s i de o f l i fe . And i f I w as no t dragged in to the s ins , o f wh ich I wa s of ten
the wi tness , I, a t any ra te

, gp
t so u sed to i t a s to have ceased to wonder a t

any th ing now . I go t used to yim of ly ing—in tha t usefu l soc ie ty
o f ours— w as no t only no t cons idered a s in ! i t w as u nan imou s ly appt oved . I
never had a consc ious rel ig ious feel ing ,

bu t I pos ses sed a sor t o f re l ig ious
feel i ng wh ich w as a ssoc ia ted c losely wi th my l i fe a t home . In the a r t i l lery
schoo l th i s fee l ing d is appeared a l toge ther . T here re i gned among a l l the

s tuden ts i ns tead
,
a co ld ind i ffe rence to everyth ing noble

,
grea t , o r holy . Al l

my spi r i tua l i ty seemed to go to s leep . Du r ing my s tay in th is schoo l I have
l i ved in spi r i tua l somnolence .

”

At the conc lu s ion of hi s tra in ing he passed h i s exam inat ion
with great ec la t . Wr i t ing home o f th i s event

,
he sa id !

At las t I passed as a n o ffi cer
,
e igh teen year old . T hu s began t ru ly a

new epoch in my l i fe . From a cond i t ion o f s lavi sh m i l i ta ry d is c ipl ine
,
I

suddenly ga in persona l freedom . I
,
so to speak ,

bu rs t upon the free wor ld . I
cou ld not u nder ta k e to des c r i be the feel i ngs that possessed me . I only can say
tha t , than k s to th i s vigorous change ,

I commenced to b rea the free r
,
I began

to fee l nobler . After such a prolonged spi r i tua l s leep
,
my sou l has awa k ened

to spi r i tua l l i fe aga in . At firs t I was s u rpr i sed
, su rpr ised and glad a t my

new l i fe . I w as glad to be free to go where I l i k ed and when I l i k ed
5



a t a l l t imes . Excep t in the lesson hou rs , I d id not mee t an o f m fel low
o f ficers . I severed every rela t ion wi th them. WW W
m
'
E
'
TSf

“
the

wmeanrteSS
”

Ti ffd m my
’

BF
’

my school l i fe . I have awakened ! A

new l i fe has opened ou t ! A s trong mora l fee l ing— tha t has ta k en o ff of me

the respons i b i l i ty o f my school l i fe—has k indled in my sou l . I have dec ided
to wor k upwards

.

to a l ter myse l f.
!

O o

The truth l s
,
Bakun in at th i s t ime wa s su ffer ing from extreme

conser vat i sm . The Ru ss ians are not French ,
” he wrote to h is

parents . They love their country and adore the ir monarch
,
and

to them h i s wi l l i s law . One cou ld not fi nd a s ingle Ru ss ian who

wou ld not sac r ific e a l l h i s interest s for the wel fare of the Sovereign
and the prosper i ty o f the father land .

”

Bakun in shou ld have become an off ic er of the Guards as a

matter of course . Th is wou ld have meant part ic i pat ing in the
splendour of the Cour t . Bakun in had c ontrived to anger h i s father

,

however
,
and to arou se the j ealou sy o f the D irector of Art il lery .

As a pun i shmen t for th i s dua l offenc e he w as given a commiss ion
in the l ine . Th is meant that he w as doomed to spend h i s days in
a miserable peasant v i llage far away from any c entre of c iv i l i sat ion .

A peasant ’s hut had been ass igned to Bakun in f or h i s new quarter s .
H ere he took up h i s abode in consequence . All soc ial intercour se
w as abj ured

,
and whol e days were spent in medi tat ion . H is m il i

tary du t ies were ent irely neglec ted unt i l
,
at last

,
h i s c ommand ing

offi c er w as obl iged to order h im to res ign h i s appo intment . He
now sent in h is papers consequent ly and returned to Moscow ,

where
he w as rec e ived into a c irc l e o f youth fu l savant s s im i lar ly
s i tuated to h imse l f . Thi s c irc le w as engrossed in German ph i lo
Sophy , and w as e spec ial ly keen on Hegel . I t s founder was Stanke
v itch

,
who had sat under Professor Paw lov at Mosc ow Un ivers ity .

Th is wor thy pedant had introduc ed German ph i losophy into the
Un ivers ity c urr icu lum ten year s previou sly . B ut he had c onfined
his at tent ion to Schel l ing and O ken . S tankev itch

,
however

,
had

bec ome fasc inated w i th Hegel
,
and i t w as the latter ’s ph i losophy

that seemed to h im to be al l- impor tant . Con sequently he had

introduc ed it to the selec t c irc le of h i s fr iends as a subjec t f or
ser iou s studv . Amongst these were Alexander Herzen and Michel
Bakun in .

Herzen w as the lo ve ch i ld o f a German mother and a Ru ss ian
noble

,
and w as rec ogn i sed by h i s father from the very fi rst . In

1827 he w as sent to the Un iver s i ty of Mosc ow to c omplete the

stud ies he had c ommenc ed at home . At th is t ime , reac t ion w as

stead i ly tr iumphant throughou t Ru ss ia . The Czar and h is Cour t
were c onspir ing to c lose the un i vers it ies ent irely and to replac e
them by organ i sed mi l i tary school s . Mosc ow ,

in par t ic u lar , w as

su spec t by the reac t ion as a hotbed o f l iberal and revo lu t ionary
thought and p lan s . I t boasted an anc i ent foundat ion and a rea l
trad it ion for learn ing . I t demanded a rea l respec t and an inde
pendent l i fe f or i t s student s and boasted professors who were
ac tual ly free spir i t s

,
in spi r ed by a love of knowledge , and convinc ed

of the d ign i ty of learn ing . Such pro fessor s dec l ined to serv i lely
flatter au tocracy and developed in the student s a true sense o f

personal i ty and respons ib il ity . The students
,
in the ir turn ,
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sec ret ly revered as sa int s and martyrs the rebels of 1825 who had
d ied on the gibbet or been dr iven in to ex i le . Czar i sm and i t s
agent s made inc reas ing warfare on the professors , who cou ld
deve lop their gen iu s on ly at the expense o f sec ret denunc iat ion and

ex i le or remova l . Devot ion to knowledge rendered a man su spec t
and plac ed h im at the mercy o f ignorant inspec tors and serv ile
aux i l iar i es of the po l ic e department . Weak men bowed before the
ru l ing system ,

on ly to find their gen iu s gone , the ir personal ity
ext ingu i shed . Lec tures dec l ined l i tt le by l itt le into the hand s of

incapab le ma ster s
,
in whom rout ine rep lac ed talent . These men

were kept in oflic e by corrupt ion and po l ic e con s iderat ions . Mean
w h ile

,
knowledge banned , bec ame loved . And the students in their

quest proved the truth o f Monc ure Conway ’s words ! They who
menac e our freedom of thought and speech are tamper ing with
someth ing more power fu l than gunpowder .

” The French philoso

phers were forbidden . Vol ta ire
,
Rousseau ,

Diderot
,
Morel l i

,

Mably
,
and Four i er were den ied their plac e in the Un iver s ity l ib

rary . Did Truth despa ir on that ac count ! Not at al l . So much
d id the au thor i t ies dread the French that they forgot to enqu ire i f
there were German ones . And so Hegel was perm i tted—Hegel
whose method has inspired more thorough revolut ionary th inking
than Vo l ta ire . Feuerbach w as a llowed a l so—Feuerbach who

den ied the ex istenc e of the sou l and repeated the Commun i st w ar

c ry , heard in the street s of Par i s in those days of revolut ion !

Property i s Robbery .

”

And so the French ph ilosophers were neglec ted and the
Germans suc c eeded them in the affec t ions o f the student s . And
the revo lut ion proc eeded apac e .
Herzen sought to under stand the wonderfu l German ph i lo

Sophy . I t exc i ted h i s imaginat ion and fired h is ambit ion . He

a ss im i lated it s theor ies and wrote sed it iou s essays in consequenc e .

H is manusc r ipts were sei zed . A year ’s impr i sonment fol lowed .

Then he w as ex i led to Perm
,
on the very borders of Siber ia

,
for

his ac t iv it ies
,
more espec ial ly for taking part in a d inner attended

by the revo lut ionary student s
,
who reverenc ed Hegel and sung

revo lut ionary songs . In sol i tude
,
he determ ined to fathom Hege l .

Then he w as perm i t ted to return to c iv il i sed l ife and to l ive at

Vlad im ir . F rom here he fled to Moscow and carr i ed off from one

o f the imper ial school s a young cou s in to whom he was engaged .

H e w as forgiven for th i s escapade and permitted to l ive in Moscow
,

where he jo ined the revo lu t ionary study c irc le at wh ich he met
Bakun in . Ent ire n ights were spent in keenly d i scuss ing

,
para

graph by paragraph
,
the three volumes of Hegel ’s Logic ,

”

the two vo lumes of hi s Eth ic s ,
” h i s Encyc loped ia

,

”
etc .

“Peop le who regarded one ano ther wi th a ff ec t ion,

”
says Herzen ,

in

desc r ib ing these s tudy c i rc les
,
wou l d have no th ing to do wi th one another

for wee k s af ter a d isagreemen t respec t ing the defin i t ion of
‘
the in tercept ing

m ind , ’
and wou ld regard op in ions concern ing ‘

the absolu te persona l i ty and

its au tonomou s exis tence as personal insu l ts . Al l the mos t msrgn ificant

pamphlets wh ich appeared in Berl in or the var iou s prov inc ia l c i t ies of

Germany , wh ich deal t wi th German ph i losophy , and con ta ined even the
meres t men t ion o f Hegel , were bough t and read unt i l in a few days they
were torn and ta t tered and fa l l ing to p ieces .

”
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Ac tual ly there were two d ist inc t c ircles equal ly keen on the

d i scu ss ion of Western phi losophy . O ne w as the Bakun in
B iel in sky

-Stank iev itch group . The other w as the group of Herzen
and Ogariov . Litt l e sympathy ex i sted between these tw o fac t ions .

1 The Herzen group w as French in i t s outlook
,
and almost exc lu s

S iv ely pol i t ic al in i t s a im . The Bakun in f ac t ion w as a lmost
exc lu s ively specu lat ive in i t s ou tlook and German in i t s thought .
They were denounc ed as sent imen ta l i st s by the H erzenites!

Thi s w as the per iod of c r i s i s for Bakun in and the fr i end over
whom he exerc i sed so great an influenc e , Biel insky . Both passed
through the c r i s i s and went over to the extreme lef t before
S tankiev itch

’

s c irc le d i s solv ed in 1839 . They d id more . They
passed from being Germanoph i les and Francophotes to becom ing
Francoph il es and Germanophotes . The hindranc e of such rac ia l
i deal i sm proved as fatal when F rench prejud ic es were favoured as

when German ones were , exc ept for a more radic a l form of address
,

and a c l earer out look on the wor ld of theo logy . Herzen asser ted
that Hegel ’s system w as noth ing less than the a lgebra of the

‘

revolut ion
,
and that w as al l he appropr iated from it . B ut i t w as

badly formu lated a lgebra— very l ike ly the bad formulat ion w as

intent ional . I t had at trac ted a band of immed iate d i sc iples
,

therefore
,
who w ere not near ly so c losely a l l ied to the Hege l ian

teach ing as the Soc ial i st s . For the Hegel ian ph i losophy left men

free in a sense that no other ph i losophy had done or c ou ld do .

I t l iberated the wor ld from obsolete c ond i t ions
,
and left no stone

unturned in C hr i stendom . I t proc la imed the idea that noth ing w as

immu table and that every soc ial c ondi t ion c onta ined the germs o f

rad ical change .

\Bakun in and h i s fr i end B iel in sky came to support these con

tent l ons of Herzen before the dawn o f the hungry and revolut ion
ary for t i es . But at fi rst both were reac t ionary

,
Whether r ight orl eft

,
Bakun in in s i sted on thoroughness . H e

wen t to the very depth s of German metaphys ica l ideal i sm and
L, hesi tated before none o f the logic al c on sequenc es o f h i s thought .
H e applauded it bec au se

'

it was the ph i losophy of auth
g“ or ity and order

,
and not Herzen ’s a lgebra o f revolu t ion .

He spoke with con temptuou s i rony o f the phi1050phic a

t ion s of Vol ta i re
,
Rou sseau

,
Diderot

,
d

’

Alembert
,

and

ho had as sumed the gaudy and unmer i ted
denounc es the tu rbu l ent and rec r im inat ive
the fu r iou s and sangu inary sc enes of

the ir revolu t ion
,
th e abstrac t and i l l im itable wh ir lw ind which

shook Franc e and al l but destroyed her .

”
H e rejo iced that the

profound r el ig iou s and aesthet ic feel ing of the German peopl e
saved it from such exper i ences . Hegel had rec onc i led Bakun in to

r eal i ty and oppress ion . ! es
,

” he wrote
,
su ffer ing is good !

it
,
i s that pur i fy ing flame wh ich tran sforms the spir i t and makes

it steadfast . ”

He dec lared that rec onc i l iat ion with real i ty in al l it s relat lon s
and under al l c ond i t ions i s the great problem o f our day ,

”
and

mainta ined that real educat ion w as that w h ich makes a true and

8
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power f ii l Ru ss ian man devoted to the Czar .

” Hegel and Goethe
were the l eaders o f th i s movement o f reconc i l iat ion , th i s return
from death to l i fe .

”

In France ,

”
he added , the la s t spa rk o f Reve la t ion has d i sappeared .

C h r i s tendom ,
tha t e terna l and immu table proo f of the C rea tor ’

s love for H i s

c rea tu res , has become an objec t o f moc k ery and con tempt for al l .

Rel ig ion ha s van ished , bear ing wi th i t the happ iness and the peace o f France.

W i thou t rel i gion ,
there can be no S ta te and the Revolu t ion was the

negat ion of any S ta te and o f al l lega l order . T he whole l i fe of France
is mere ly the consc iousness o f the vo id . G i ve u s wha t is new ,

the old

th ings wearv u s - such is the wa tchword of the ! oung France . The

French sacrifice to the fash ion ,
wh ich has been the i r sole goddess from al l

t ime , al l tha t is mos t ho ly and tru ly grea t in l i fe .

”

Thi s French ma lady ”
had attacked the Ru ss ian intel lec

tuals , who fi l led themselves with French phrases
,
va in words ,

empty o f mean ing , ki l l ing the sou l in the germ ,
and expel l ing from

i t all that i s holy and beaut i fu l . ” Ru ss ian soc i ety had to

abandon th i s babbl ing”
and al ly i t sel f with “the German wor ld

with i t s d i sc i pl ined consc i enc e and with our beaut i fu l Ru ss ian
real i ty .

”

Thus spoke the apostle o f Czar i sm and Pru ss ian i sm. No won

der he despi sed the student s at the Ar t i l lery School . No wonder
,

when he had passed through the violen t change which transformed
h im into an anarch i st and enemy o f Czar i sm

,
he hated everyth ing

German and adored most th ings French . I t may not have been
reasonab le . But i t w as very human . And Bakun in was noth ing
i f not human . By temperament he w a s pass ionate and elementa l .
Thi s fac t expla ins the complet ion o f h i s mental change .

And so Bakun in came to Suppor t the content ions o f Herzen
with a boldness and irres i st ible d ialet ic that marked h im out as the

most br i l l iant member o f a br i l l iant group o f di sputants . Herzen
was impressed with h i s inc omparab le revolut ionary tac t and

t ire less energy . H e had made h imsel f thoroughly at home with the
German language and the German phi losophy . Proudhon noted
the e ffec t o f these stud ies and master ies on h is thought and style
when he dec lared that Bakun in w as a monstros ity in h i s terse
d ialet ic and hi s luminous perc ept ion of ideas in their essence .

T ourgen ieff once invented a N ih i l i st hero
,
named Baz aroff .

Thi s charac ter l i ves in my m ind only bec au se of hi s reply to a

scept ica l quest ion . He was asked whether he
,

as a N ih il i st
propagand i st , imagined that he influenc ed the masses . And he

rep l ied ! A hal fpenny tal low d ip su ffi c ed to set al l Moscow in a

blaze .

” Herzen ’s name is assoc iated by h i s nat iv ity with the
immorta l flames thu s humbly or iginated . H e i s the l ighted tal low
tip wh ich began the mighty conflagrat ion now threaten ing to

c onsume the whole o f Capi tal i st soc iety . Even as the flames
spread , he spluttered and went out . But he set fi re to a rare torch
in Bakun in—one who was dest ined to spread the smoke and the
fi re o f revolut ion throughout the wor ld .

This wgtid miss ion 1841
,
when Bakun in proc eeded

to Ber l in to cont inue the studies commenc ed at Moscow . H e was

now a red among reds . Ph i losopher
,
Rebel

,
Soc ial i st

,
he left
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Ru ss ia for the first t ime . The fo l lowing year he removed to

Dresden in order to ga in a nearer ac qua intance with Arno ld Ruge
,

the interpreter o f Hege l , with whom he most sympath i sed , and t o

u,
proc la im defin i te ly hi s rgpture w i th Conser vat i sm and hi s adhes ion
to the Hege l ians of the left . ”

EH e did th i s in h i s fi r st rev olu

t ionary essay
,
ent i tled the Reac t ion in Germany

,

”
contr ibuted to

Ruge ’s Jahrbucher f or 1842
,
N os . 247 AS i f anx iou s to

emphas i se hi s change of front on the relat ive worth o f the French
and German spir i t

,
Bakun in used the nom-de

E l iz ard
,

”
and had Ruge pretend that it w as a

Frenchman . 35
’

u

The artic le i t sel f showed that Bakun in had not ‘al tered h i s
est imate of the French and German spir i t . H e had merely changed
s ides consc iou sly and del iberately . H e en tere
p lea f or revolu t ion and N ih i l i sm . The pr inc iple of revolu t i
dec lared

,
i s the pr inc i ple o f negat ion

,
the ever last ing sp ir i t

o f destruc t ion and ann ih i lat ion that i s the fathomless
and ever -c reat ing foun ta in o f al l l i fe . I t i s the spir i t
o f inte l l igenc e

,
the ev er -young

,
the ever new -born

,
that

15 not to be looked for among the ru in s o f the past . The
champ ions o f th i s pr inc iple are someth ing more than the mere

gat iv e party , the unc omprom i s ing enem ies o f the pos it ive ! for
the latter ex is t s on ly as the c ontrary o f the negat ive

,
wh il st that

wh ich su sta in s and elevates the par ty o f re vol t i s the al l -embrac ing
pr inc i p le o f absolute freedom , The French Revo lut ion erec ted the
Temple o f Liberty

,
on wh ich it wrote the myster ious words !

Liber ty
,
Equa l i ty

,
and I t w as impos s ible not to

know and feel that these word s meant
“

the tota l ann ih i lat ion o f the
ex i st ing wor ld o f pol i t ic s and soc i ety . I t w as imposs ible , al so ,

not

,
r
-to exper ienc e a thr i l l o f pleasure at the bare suggest ion of th i s
ann ih i lat ion . B ut that w as becau se the joy o f destruc t ion i s

L al so the joy o f c reat ion .

”

The year a fter the publ icat ion o f th i s essay
,
Bakun in qu it ted

Dresden for Far l s , as he bel i eved he had learned al l there w as to

be learned in Germany . In the French c apital he iden t ified h imself
with al l w ho were noted for the ir dec ided v iews and revolu t ionary
abandon . But a c er ta in commun i ty o f thought attrac t s him most
to Proudhon . The latter had an swered the quest ion What i s
Proper ty ! with B r is sot ’

s reply
,
given when st i l l a revolu t ionary

,

and subsequen t ly adopted by Feuerbach and ac c epted by Bakun in .

H e dec lared withou t hes itat ion that Property holder s are

th ieves .

” H is motto w as the ear ly Chr i st ian motto which appea led
so much to Bakun in ! I w il l destroy and I will rebu i ld .

”
He

possessed an intense adm irat ion for Hegel and be l i e v ed
,
at l eas t

,

ph i losoph ic al ly, with Bakun in that the process o f d estru c t ion w as

a l so the proc ess o f con struct ion . Henc e Bakun in
’s fr iend sh ip . I t

mu st be con fessed
,
however

,
that Marx ’s est imate of Proudhon a s

an Utopian and a reform i st who u ttered bold and strik ing
phrases i s much more to the po in t than Bakun in ’s view o f Proudhon
as a soc ial revolu t ion i st o f the fir st water .

A f ew month s after th i s meet ing
,
Proudhon w as obl iged to

leave Par i s for Lyon s . Bakun in w as induc ed by h i s Pol i sh fr iends
10



to go to Switzer land . Two years later he w as invo l v ed in the tr ia l
o f the Swi ss Soc ia l i st s . H e w a s thereupon depr ived o f h i s rank as

a Rus s ian o ff ic er and h i s r ights o f nob i l i ty . In all
,
he wh ittled

away five year s in the Sw iss v il lages . Proc eed ing to Par i s at the

end o f th i s t ime
,
be here threw himse l f who leheartedly in to the

s trugg le for freedom . H is ac t iv i ty brought him
.into Contac t with

Marx .
Near ly a quarter -o f -a—c entury later , wr it ing in the year

that witnessed the d i saster o f the Commune and the beginn ings o f

the Par l iamen tary debac le , Bakun in recorded hi s impress ion o f h i s
great German col league and opponent !

Marx was much more advanced than I was as he rema ins to-day , no t

more advanced bu t incomparably more learned than I am. I k new then
no th ing of po l i t ica l economy . I had not ye t r id myse l f o f me taphys ic a l
abs trac t ions , and my Soc ia l ism was only i ns t inc t i ve . He

, though younger
than I

,
was a l ready an Athe is t , an ins truc ted ma ter ia l is t , a wel l -cons idered

Socia l is t . It was j us t a t th is t ime (1847) tha t be e labora ted the firs t founda
t ions o f his presen t sys tem . We saw each o ther fa i r ly of ten , for l respec ted
him much for his learn ing and his pass iona te and ser iou s devo t ion—a lways
m ixed , however , wi th persona l van i ty— to the cau se o f the pro le tar ia t . I

sough t eager ly his conversa t ion ,
wh ich w as a lway s ins truc t i ve and c lever ,

when i t was no t insp ired by a pa l try ha te , wh ich , a las ! happened on ly too

o f ten . Bu t there w as never any fran k in t imacy be tween u s . O ur tempera
men ts wou ld no t su ffer i t . He ca l led me a sen t imenta l idea l is t , and he was

r igh t . I cal led him a va in man
, perfidiou s , and c raf ty ! and I

,
a lso ,

was

r igh t. ”

November 29 , 1847 , w as the ann iversary of the In surrec t ion
o f War saw . O n th i s date Par i s w itnessed Bakun in ’s pronounc e
ment o f his c elebrated speech to the Po les . For the first t ime a

Ru ss ian w as seen to offer a hand of Brotherhood to th i s much
persec u ted people

,
and renounc e publ ic ly the Government o f St .

Petersburg . H is orat ion formed the prototype o f countless other
speeches of Ru ss ian and Po l i sh revo lut ion i sts . I t acknowledged
the gr ievou s inju st ic e done to the Pol i sh nat ion by Ru ss ia

,
and

prom i sed that the revolu t ion o f the fu ture wou ld not on ly make
amends for th i s

,
but wou ld remove al l the ex i st ing di fferenc es

between the tw o l ead ing S lav fami l i es . v I t wou ld
,
c onsequent ly

,

un i te the lands eas t of the Ouder into a proper and benefic ient

federat ive Republ ic .

I t mu st not be conc luded from th i s speech that Bakun in w a s

ant ic ipat ing the Poland o f Pi l sudski and the Al l ied financ i ers
,
the

too l o f the counter -revo lu t ion . H e w as ant ic ipat ing a Soviet
Po land and a Sovi et Ru ss ia ,

tw o a l l ied lands in which al l power
and author i ty wou ld be rested in the hands o f to i lers and ex i st on ly
in respon se to rea l needs o f soc ial organ i sat ion and the peop le ’s
well-be ing . Henc e h i s speech made a great sen sat ion . The

Cza r ’s Government plac ed a reward of roub les on the v en

turesome orator ’s head
,
and demanded h is expu l s ion from Par i s .

H is e very move w as now watched by Russ ian agents . Gu i zot
w ho but a f ew years before had been too pol ite to refuse the

Rus sian Government ’s request for Marx ’s expu l s ion— c onsequently
ex

‘

pe l led him from Par i s . Like Marx
,
he went to Bru ssel s ! but

he had scarc ely reached here when Par i s expel led Gu izot and

Lou i s Ph i l l i ppe from Franc e . The new Pro v i s ional Government
that now inv ited the brave and loyal Marx to return to the
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c ountry whenc e tyranny had ban i shed h im
,
and where he

,
l ike al l

fight ing in the sacred cause
,
the cau se of

peoples
” wou ld be welcome—a l so welcomed

ingly returned to Par i s and pass ionately th

new pol i t ical l i fe that then began . But men l ike Marx and

Bakun in—who took the Republ ican idea l in earnest and real i sed
the mater ial revolut ion that mu st prec ede it s real i sat ion—were a

menac e to the Lamart ine and Marast Government . Bakun in ’s
departure was a rel ief to i t . He went to the S lavo-Pol i sh Congres s
assembled at Breslau

,
and a fterwards attended the Congres s

convened at Pragu e on l st June
,
1848 . Here h i s famous Slavon ic

program was wr i tten . Up to the t ime that W indisgraetz di spersed
the Congress with Au str ian c annon

,
Bakun in worked with the

Slavon ians . These event s inspired Marx ’s famou s chapters on

Revolut ion and Counter-Revolu t ion .

” Treat ing o f th i s pol i t ical
storm per iod , Marx s ings the pra i ses of the generou s bravery

,
the

nob i l i ty
,
and the far-s ightedness of the spontaneou s revol t of the

Viennese popu lace in the cau se of Hungar ian freedom . He c on

trasts their ac t ion with the “
c aut iou s c irc umspec t ion”

o f Hungar
ian Statesmansh ip . Par l iamentar ians he d i sm isses as poor

,
weak

m inded men , so l i tt l e acc u stomed to anyth ing like suc c ess dur ing
the ir generally very obscure l ives that they actual ly bel ieved the ir
Par l iamentary amendment s more important than externa l event s .

The most important passages are those treat ing of the part
played by the m il itary in t imes of revolut ion . W e are often told
by so-cal led Marx i st s

,
the former slanderer s o f Bakun in and the

present enem ies o f Bol shevi sm
,
that “

we must capture the

Parliamentary machine in order to control the armed forces .

Withou t d i scu ss ing who the we i s who i s go ing to c apture th i s
mach ine

,
one may venture to c i te the fol lowing exc erpts from

Marx ’s pages
,
proving that Par l iament does not control the army

nor even the execu t ive author i ty .

B u t we repea t ! these arm ies , s trengthened by the L ibera ls as a means

of ac t ion aga ins t the more advanced par t ies turned themse lves aga ins t
the L i berals and res tored to power men of the o ld sys tem. When Rade tzky
in his camp beyond the Ad ige rece i ved the fi rs t orders from the respons ib le
m in i s ters at ! ienna , he exc la imed ! Who are these m in is ters ! They are not

the governmen t of Au s tr ia .

’ Au s tr ia is now nowhere bu t in my camp ! I and

my army , we are Aus tr ia ! and when we have bea ten the Ital ians , we sha l l
reconquer the Emp i re for the Emperor .

’ And old Radetzky was right , but the
imbecile responsible minister

‘

s at ! ienna heeded him not.
”—C h . IX .

“
The army aga in was the dec i s i ve power in the S ta te , and the army

belonged not to the m idd le c lasses bu t to themsel ves . The army ,
more un i ted than ever

,
flushed wi th v ic tory in m inor in surrec t ions and fore ign

war fare had oniy to be kep t in cons tan t pe t ty conflic ts wi th the people ,
and the dec is i ve moment once at hand

,
i t cou ld , wi th one grea t b low

,
c rush

the Revo lu t ion is ts , and set as ide the presump t ions of the middle c lass
par l iamen tar ians .

” —C h . X .

In these trenchant words
,
Marx descr ibes how the Au str ian

army rega ined its c onfidenc e at Prague and sounds the c al l of

batt le and soc ial revolut ionary-ant i -parl iamentarism . He thu s identi
fies h imself and h is work with the struggle and endeavour of

Bakun in ,
“ 12



Dur ing th i s storm-per iod
,
Herzen left Ru ss ia never to return

to i t aga in . For a t ime he had returned to the serv ic e of the

State and spent h i s spare t ime in wr i t ing novels , romanc es
,
and

stud ies of manners . But the meanness of h is occupat ion ou traged
h i s sel f-respec t . O nc e more he took up the struggle aga ins t
Czar i sm . O nc e

.

more h i s pen denounc ed despot i sm . H e wrote
boldly and b itter ly and encountered per secut ion as a matter o f

c ourse . Then he abandoned h is office as a barr i ster and went into
ex i le .
I t was now that H‘

erzen proc la imed h i s gospel o f un iversal
negat ion

,
the need to destroy c omp letely the ex i st ing pol i t ic a l

world . He denounced bourgeo is repub l ic an i sm
,
whatever mean s

were employed to br ing it abou t . H is goal w as the Soc ia l i st
Republ ic

,
wh ich w as to be brought into ex i stenc e by bury ing

exi st ing soc i ety under i t s own ru ins . O nc e abol i shed
,
the old

soc i ety could never reconst itute i tse l f . B ut another soc iety wou ld
emerge inev itably— a better and truer soc iety w ithout doubt .
Herzen cou ld not see beyond that soc iety . He d id not know what
was to fo l low it . But he knew it cou ld not be the end . In th i s
sense

,
regard ing l i fe as a constant ferment

,
and viewing the old

soc iety as a regime of death , Herzen sa luted the prospec t s of

revolut ion with the words .

Dea th to the old wor ld ! Long l ive chaos and des truc t ion ! Long l ive
dea th ! Place for the fu ture .

”

O ut of the chaos
,
Soc ia l i sm w as to emerge

Soc ia l ism wi l l be deve loped in a l l i ts phases
,

even to its u t termos t
consequences , the absurd . T hen

,
once aga in ,

there wi l l come for th the c ry
o f nega t ion from the titantic breas t o f the revo lu t ionary m inor i ty . O nce more ,

the mor ta l s truggle wi l l recommence . B u t in the s truggle Soc ia l ism wi l l ta k e
the place of the presen t C onserva t ism,

to be conquered in its tu rn by a

revo lu t ion u nknown to u s . The e ternal game o f l i fe , cruel as dea th
,
inevi table

as b i r th , cons t i tu tes the flux and reflux of h i s tory , perpetuum mobi le of

l i fe .

”

Thu s thought and wrote Herzen Before the Storm whic h
I

swept over Europe in 1848 . That storm left power in the hands o f
the hated bourgeo i s

,
the pr i ze beasts o f the Nat iona l . ’ He

develops h i s theory with greater forc e After the Storm
We are not ca l led upon to ga ther the fru i ts o f the pas t , bu t to be its

tor tu rers and persecu tors . We mus t judge i t , and learn to recogn ise i t under
every disgu ise , and immola te i t for the sake o f the fu ture .

”

In these words
,
Herzen c ha l lenged the ent ire con st i tut iona l

theory o f a gradual conques t o f po l i t ica l power by the pro letar iat
under Cap i ta l i sm. H e den i ed that J esus had c onquered C on

stant ine by the Church estab l i sh ing it se l f in the Capitol . He saw

the or igina l plan of tyranny be ing developed and improv ed in

deta i l , but never abandoned nor destroyed . The Reformat ion
headed by Lu ther did not emanc i pate the peop le . I t on ly saved
c ler ic al i sm . The French Revolut ion d id not destroy author i ty . I t
c onserved it . But the c om ing Soc ia l Revolut ion wou ld uproot
and destroy . I t wou ld not widen the power of States but destroy
their ent ire pol i t ica l struc ture .

As one fol lows Herzen in the deve lopment o f th i s theory
,
one

knows that h i s message i s radica l ly at one with Marx . I t i s the
13
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message o f the c las s struggle . And i t foreshadowed , withou t a

doubt , the revolut ionary negat ion o f par l iamentar i sm ,
and the

estab l i shment of Soviet respons ib i l i ty .

! u itt ing Prague , Bakun in fled to Germany , where he was

rece ived with open arms by the Radic a l element . Here he rema ined
conc ea led for somet ime , fi rst at Ber l in

,
then at Des sau , Cothen ,

and var iou s town s in Saxony . Everywhere pursued and expe l led
by the pol ic e , he was a wanderer unt i l the end of Apr i l , 1849 , when
he suc c eeded in find ing employment , under an assumed name

,
at

the Un ivers ity of Leipsic . Here a c irc le o f Bohem ian student s
embrac ed both h i s revolu t ionary and pans lav ist ic doc tr ines .
Bakun in now un ited in oppos it ion to Palacky

-whom Marx
denounc ed— the Slavon ian democrat s w ith the Hungar ian inde

pendenc e movement and the German revolu t ion i st s . Subsequently
he took command at the defenc e of Dresden and ac qu ired a glory
wh ich even h i s enemies have not den ied . From the 6th to the 9th

May, he w as the very l i fe and sou l of i t s defenc e aga in st the
Pru ss ian and Saxon tr00ps . O n the later date

,
when al l w as lost

,

Bakun in ordered the genera l retreat to Fr i eberg w i th the same
proud d ign ity as he had i ssued h is c ommands f or res i st ing the

s iege and had ins i sted , on ly the day before , on the European
importanc e o f th i s desperat e enterpr i se . At Chemn i tz he w a s

se i zed by treachery , with two of h i s c ompan ion s ! and from that
t ime— l 0th May ,

l 849— c ommenc ed h i s long mar tyrdom . Even
then h i s proud and courageou s demeanour d id not deser t him .

Twenty-seven year s afterwards
,
one of the Pru ss ian offic er s w ho

had guarded the pr i soner on the w ay through Altenburg st i l l
remembered the c a lmness and intrepid i ty with w h ich the ta l l man

in fetter s repl ied to a l ieutenant who interpellated him
,
that in

pol i t ic s the i s sue a lone c an dec ide what i s a great ac t ion and what
a c r ime . ”

From Augu st
,
1849

,
to May ,

1850
,
Bakun in w as kept a

pr i soner in the for tress o f Kon istein . He w as then tr i ed and

sentenc ed to death by the Saxon tr ibunal . In pursuanc e o f a

resolu t ion passed by the old Diet o f the Bund in 1836 , he w as

de l ivered up to the Au str ian Governmen t and sent (cha ined ) to
Prague instead o f being exec uted .

The Au str ian Government attempted in va in to extort from
him the sec rets o f the Slavon ian movement . A year later i t
sen tenc ed h im to death , bu t immed iate ly commuted the death
sentenc e to one o f perpetual impr i sonment . In the inter va l h e had
been removed from the fortress at Gratz to that at Almu tz

,
as the

Government w as terr ified by the repor t o f a design to l iberate him .

Here he pa ssed s ix month s cha ined to the wa l l . After th i s
,
the

Au str ian Go v ernment surrendered h im to th e Ru s s ian . The

Au str ian cha ins were replac ed by nat i ve i ron s of twic e the we ight .
Th is w as in the autumn o f 1851, when Bakun in w as taken through
Warsaw and Vi lna to St . Peter sburg

,
to pas s _tl i ree w earyg year s

in the At Vilna
,
in sp ite o f th

'

e

F

threats o f the

Ru ss ian Governmen t
,
the Poles gathered in the street s to pay the

last tr ibute o f s i lent respec t to the hero ic Ru ss ian orator o f 27th
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November , 1847 . As Bakun in d rove pas t them in the s ledge
,
they

'bowed the ir heads with an a ffec t ion nev er assumed in the presenc e
o f emperors . Bakun in understood . His fort i tude dur ing s ix y ears

’

c onfinement in Rus s ian dungeon s showed that he wa s no t unwor thy
'
o f the ir devot ion .

In 1854
,
at the beginn ing o f the Cr imean W ar

,
Bakun in was

transferred to the c asemates o f the dreaded fortress of Schl ii s sel

burg , which ac tual ly lie beneath the level o f the Neva . When
Alexander I I . asc ended the throne in August , 1856

,
he ha l f

pardoned many po l it ic a l refugees and c onspirator s
,
inc luding the

Dec embr i st s of 1825. Bakun in w as not among them . When h i s
mother pet it ioned the Emperor , the latter rep l ied

,
with a ff ab i l i ty

,

As long as your son l ive s
,
madame

,
he wi l l ne ver be free .

”
H ow

ever
,
1857 saw Bakun in ’s re lea se from pr i son and removal

,

to

Eastern Siber ia as
\

a pena l_ c o lon i st . Three years later
,
the

Emperor refu sed to ki t m un in return to Ru ss ia
,
as he saw in

h im no s ign o f remorse .

”
After e ight year s ’ impr i sonment and

four year s ’ exi le
,
he had to look forward st il l to a lorig ser ies of

W

dreary years in Siber ia .

Tw o o f these d reary year s had gone when ,
in 1859

,
the

Ru s s ian Government annexed the terr i tory of the Amur . A
br ighter prospec t was o ffered Bakun in by perm i s s ion to Sett le
here

,
and to mo ve about a lmost as he pleased .

A new flame w as kind led th roughou t Rus s ia— Gar iba ld i had
un fur led the I ta l ian flag o f freedom . Bakun in

,
at 47 year s o f

age and with h i s pu lse fu l l o f vigour , c ou ld not rema in a tame and
di s tant spec tator o f these event s . H e determined to esc ape from
S iber ia . Th i s he suc c ess ful ly c arr ied out by extend ing hi s exc ur
s ion s as f ar as No vo -N iko la ievsk

,
where he sec ret ly boarded an

Amer ican c l ipper
,
on wh ich he reached Japan . He w as the first

po l i t ic a l refugee to seek she lter there ! Thence he arr i ved at San

Franc i sc o
,

c ro ssed the I s thmu s o f Panama
,
and came to N ew

! ork . O n 26th Dec ember
,
1861, he landed at Li verpool

,
and the

next day he w as with h i s c omrades in London .

Bakun in i s in London ! Bakun in bur ied in dungeons
,
lost

in Eastern S iber ia
,
re-appear s in the m id st of us fu l l o f l i fe and

energy . H e retu rns more hopefu l than e v er
,
with redoub led love

for freedom ’

s ho ly c ause . He is in v igorated by the sharp bu t
hea lthy a ir o f Siber ia . With hi s resurrec t ion

,
how many images

and shadows r i se from the dead ! The vi s ions o f 1848 reappear .

W e fee l no longer that 1848 i s dead ! I t has on ly changed it s
p lac e in the order of t ime !

”

Such were the greet ings with wh ich al l Engl ish lover s o f

freedom and members o f the revo lut ionary working c lass c om

mittees we lcomed the approach o f the new year 1862 !
T o jus t i fy these expec tat ions , Bakun in set t led down to the part

ed itor sh ip o f Herzen ’s Ko lokol . ”

The s l i gh tes t conces s ion
,
the smal les t grace and compas s ion wi l l b r ing

u s bac k to the pa s t aga in , and leave ou r fe t te rs u ntouched . O f two th ings
we mus t choose one . E i ther we mu s t j u s t i fy ou rse l ves and go on

,
or we mu s t

fal ter and beg for mercy when we have ar r i ved hal f-way .

”
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In these terms , wr i tten in a mood o f uncompr i s ing N ih i l i sm ,

Herzen c ondemned h i s ow n c areer . When he pub l ished his

pamph let Before the Storm ,

”
in Rome

,
i t d id not seem pos s ibl e

that the wor ld wou ld ha ve to wa i t long for the inevitable confla

grat ion . The down fa l l o f al l ex i st ing in st i tu t ion s seemed
imminent . Soc ia l i sm w as the gospel o f you th , the hope o f

human i ty , the goal to be atta ined . And i t seemed as though the
youth o f the wor ld w as abou t to c ome into i t s own . Herzen
reve l led in the thought that the spr ing-t ime w as at hand

When the spr ing comes
, a you ng and fresh l i fe wi l l Show i tse l f over

the wh i tened sepu l chres o f the feeble genera t ions wh ich w i l l have d isappeared
in the explos ion . For the age o f sen i le barbar i ty , there w i l l be subs t i tu ted
a juven i le barbar i ty , fu l l o f d i sconnec ted forces . A savage and fresh v igou r
wi l l invade the young b reas ts o f new peoples . T hen wi l l commence a new

cyc le o f even ts and a new volume o f u n i versa l h i s tory . The fu tu re belongs to

Soc ia l i s t i deas .

”

Bu t the 1848 upheava l fa i l ed . Herzen prophes ised more
vigorou sly than ever . He c lamou red strenuou sly and ably for

un iversal destruc t ion . But h i s fa ith in words and flags
,
in the

deifi cation of human i ty , and the il lu s ion that salvat ion c an be on ly
effected by the Church o f European c iv i l i sat ion dec l ined . The

west in which he plac ed so much hope w as dead . And he began
h i s weary return to Ru ss ia in thought

,
though not in fac t .

For he l ived and d ied in ex ile .
“W e were young tw o year s ago ! to

-day we are old
,

” he
wrote in 1850. The c ru sh ing o f the French Labour movement
angered and d i shear tened h im . He became ashamed o f h i s
prec iou s affec t ion for Eu rope

,

“blushed for h i s prejud ic es ,
”

dec lared that he knew noth ing of the lands he had loved from the

d i stanc e
,
and had embel l i shed them with marvel lou s c olour s ”

becau se they were as forb idden fru i t to h im . Un iversal sorrow
at the general check rece ived by the revolu t ion throughou t Europe
d i sturbed h i s ou tlook and he poured out h i s sense o f hopelessnes s
and despa ir in h is work , From the O ther Shore .

”

Bu t he cou ld not qu i te g ive up h is fa ith in revolut ion . The
West had fa i l ed— but there w as Ru ss ia . Why shou ld not Ru ss ia
bec ome a Soc ial i st State without pass ing through Capital i sm !
Herzen saw no reason ! and so in 1851 he penned the prophet ic
words ! The man o f the fu tu re in Ru ss ia i s the mou j ik

,
ju st as in

Franc e he i s the art i san .

”

He saw Ru ss ia emanc i pat ing the wor ld and c ont inued in th i s
fa i th down to the renewal o f hi s associat ion with Bakun in in

London . At th i s t ime he developed h i s ideas in The O ld Wor ld
and Ru ss ia .

” All the States— the Roman
,
Chr i st ian

,
and feuda l

inst itu t ion s , the par l iamen tary , monarch ial , and republ ican c entres
—but not the people of Europe wi ll per i sh . The c oming rev olu

t ion , unl ike any previou s change
,
wou ld destroy the bases o f the

States In l ine with wh ich under standing of the soc ia l i s sue ,
Herzen opposed h imself to reformism in the following words

We
.

can do no more plas ter ing and repa i r ing . It has become imposs ib le
to mp ve i n the anc ien t forms wi thou t b reak ing them . O ur revolu t ionary
idea i s incompa t i ble en t i re ly wi th the exis t ing s ta te of th ings .

”

A const i tut ion i s on ly a treaty between master and slave . ”

Th i s dec larat ion w as made by Herzen al so . I t at onc e became the
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motto of the Ru ss ian extrem i st s , who were few compared with the
const itu t iona l i st s who wanted e ither a l im ited monarchy or a

repub l ic .

But the boldness of h i s thought was para lysed by the Ru ss ian
charac ter of h is ou tlook . He attempted to turn opportun i st in
prac t ic e in order to br ing about insurrec t ionary movement s in

Russ ia ,
and became d isheartened by fa i lure . H e c omprom i sed

with the rel igious sec tar ians and c onspired with the peasant s . The

intr igue c o l lapsed
,
and he repudiated the N ih i l i sm he had aban

doned in order to intr igue . For prac t ic a l reason s
,
he retreated

from h is revo lut ionary pos it ion
,

and left h i s c ol league
,
Miche l

Bakun in
,
to spread the flame of un iver sa l destruc t ion . Bu t

Herzen ’s retreat was in d irec t oppos it ion to all that he taught and
behev ed .

T o Bakun in he wrote , stat ing that he had no fa i th in revolu

t ionary measures and now stood for Liberal i sm . He ne i ther wi shed
to march ahead o f

,
nor rema in beh ind

,
the progress o f mankind .

The latter wou ld not— and cou ld not— fo l low him
'

in hi s pa ss ion for
destruc t ion

,
which Bakun in m i stook for a pass ion f or c reat ion .

The troub le w as not with the revolut ionary programme . It
rested with Herzen ’s ant i - revo lut ionary c ompass ion for h i s father
land above other lands . Conc ess ions were made

'

to rel igion and

pol i t ic a l c on spiracy . H e fai led the soc ial revo lut ion and then
den i ed i ts tru th bec au se h i s work seemed to end in smoke . The

vapour w as Herzen not N ih i l i sm .

\Whereas Herzen appea led to a Ru ss ian aud ienc e , Bakun in
demanded a European one . H e rema ined the S la v at hear t , and

on the In ternat ional s tage paraded h i s hatred of the Teu ton .

In London he a ssured h i s adm irers that he wou ld devote the
rest of h i s l i fe to the w ar with Czar i sm. H e wan ted to be a true
and free Ru s s ian

,

” howe ver
,
and to .

keep off the Tartars in the

East and to ma in ta in the German s in Germany .

” Thi s
Nat ional ist touch marred al l h i s work and ser iou sly detrac ted from
h i s revo lu t ionary vigor in moment s of c r i s i s . But i t d id not seem
to hamper h i s energy .!
H erzen ’s paper stood for the reform of Ru ss ian offic ialdom ,

not i t s destruc t ion . B u t he w as no match for Bakun in ’

s energy ,
zeal

,
and abandon . More and more d id the Ko loko l become

ident ified with the latter ’s N ih i l i sm
,
h i s app lau se o f the negat i ve

pr inc iple
,
and h i s denunc iat ion o f al l pos it i v e inst itu t ion . Thi s

al tered pol icy w as ma inta ined down to 1865
,
when the Ko lokol

w as trans ferred from London to Geneva on ly to d ie .

year s later Bakun in del i vered h is famou s speech to the

t Berne . H e impeached modern c i v i l i sat ion as

having been founded from t ime immemor ial on the forc ed labour
o f the enormou s major i ty

,
condemned to lead the l i v es o f brutes

and s laves
,
in order that a sma l l m inor i ty mi ght be enab led to l i v e

as human c reatu res . This monstrou s inequa l i ty ,
” he d iscovered ,

rested
Upon the absolu te sepa ra t ion be tween headwor k and hand - labou r . Bu t

th i s abom ina t ion canno t las t ! for in fu tu re the wor k i ng c la sses are resolved
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to ma k e thei r own pol i t ics . T hey ins is t tha t ins tead of two c lasses
,
there shal l

be in fu ture only one
, wh ich sha l l o ffer to a l l men a l ike

,
wi thou t grade or

d is t inc t ion ,
the same s tar t ing po in t , the same ma inta inence

, the same oppo r
tun i ties of educa t ion and cu l ture , the same means of indus try ! in t , indeed ,by vi r tue of laws , bu t by the na tu re o f the organ isa t ion o f th is c lass wh ich
sha l l obl ige everyone to work wi th his head as wi th h is hands .

”

Later on
, Bakun in repud iated Commun i sm in a passage that

has so often been m i s interpreted
,
that we reproduc e i t at length !

C ommun ism I abhor , because i t is the nega t ion of l i ber ty , and wi thou t
‘ l i ber ty I canno t imagine any th ing tru ly human . I abhor i t because i t
concen tra tes a l l the s treng th o f soc iety in the S ta te , and squanders that
s trength in its service ! because i t places a l l proper ty in the hands o f the S ta te.
whereas my pr inc i ple is the abo l i t ion of the S ta te i tsel f . I wan t the organ i sa
t ion of soc ie ty and the d is tr ibu t ion of proper ty to proceed from below

,
by the

free vo ice of soc ie ty i tsel f ! no t downwards from above ,
by the d ic ta te of

au thor i ty . I wan t the abo l i t ion o f persona l hered i tary proper ty , wh ich is
merely an ins t i tu t ion of the S ta te

,
and a consequence o f S ta te pr inc ip les . In

th i s sense I am a C ol lec t i v is t not a C ommun is t . ”

Here Bakun in propounds the old Anarch i st fa l lacy o f the State
creat ing property , in stead of espou s ing the sound doc tr ine that
property necess itates and c ond it ions the State . H e fights the
Shadow for the substanc e . Hi s asp irat ion as to soc ia l organ i sa
t ion al l Commun i st s share . And when he repud iates Commun i sm
for Co l lec t iv i sm , they know he is giv ing a d i fferent meaning to

these terms from that wh ich we give to them .

Ac tua l ly
,
he i s express ing h i s fear of a d ic tatorsh ip . B ut s inc e

he bel i eved in vio lenc e
,
which i s the essenc e of d ictator sh ip , we do

not see the po int of h i s obj ec t ion . No one bel i eves in a permanent
author i tar ian soc i ety . All rea l i se that there must be a trans i t ional

per iod dur ing wh ich the workers mu st protec t the revo lut ion and

organ i se to c rush the counter-revolut ion . Every ac t ion of the
work ing c las s dur ing that per iod mu st be organ i sed , must be
power-ac t ion

,
and c onsequent ly d ic tator ial . I t i s imposs ib le either

for Bakun in or for anyone el se to escape from real i ty in th i s matter .

To destroy power the workers must secure power . There i s no

other w ay .

The address becomes happier when the au thor tu rns to the
quest ion of rel igion ! but s inc e he repeat s , word for word , whole
passages subsequentl y reproduc ed in God and the State ,

” there
i s no need to c i te h i s reflec t ions . Bakun in ’s one great c on s i stency
w as h i s hatred of God and the ideal ists .l
\Bakun in

’s pan -slavi sm w as the fata l c ontrad ic t ion that para
lysed h i s revo lu t ionary endeavour . Thi s wi l l be seen from h i s
pamphlet Romanoff , Pugatscheff , or Pestal ,

” publ i shed in 1862 .

In th i s
,
he announc ed h is w il l ingness to make peac e wi th absolu t

i sm prov ided that the son of the Emperor N ichola s wou l d consent
to be a good and loyal Czar ,

”
a democ rat ic ru ler , and wou ld

pu t h imself at the head of a popu lar assembly in order to c on

st itute a new Ru ss ia
,
and play the part of the saviour o f the Slav

people .
Does th i s Romanoff mean to be the C zar of the peasan ts ,

.

or the

Petersbu rgian emperor of the house of Ho ls te in—Go t torp ! T h is ques t ion W i l l
have to be dec ided soon ,

and then we sha l l k now wha t we are and wha t we
have to do.

”
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the hero ic gen iu s o f pas t genera t ions— in to the abys s and con t inue her ex is tence
as Bi smarc k ’

s S lave z
‘

a terr ib le
,

emp t iness wi l l engu l f the whole
wou l d be more than a na t iona l ca tas trophe . It wou l d be a or

m i s for tune , a u n i ver sa l defea t . ”

We need add on ly that the great Fr ench Sp ir i t
in cold blood it s c ommunards in the famou s May

-June f
1871.

As a nat ional man i festat ion , the French Spir i t w as confined
with in terr i tor ial boundar i es . I t has been seen that Bakun in
be l i ev ed a l so in a Ru ss ian nat ional i sm

,
bounded on the East b the

Tartar s
,
and on the West by the Germans . G iven these front 5

i t i s imposs ib le not to bel ieve in a German rac e
,
b

West by Franc e and on the East by Ru ssia . Thu s Bakun in
bel ieved in uphold ing the States o f Europe . He a imed at the
statu s quo . ! et he sa id

Usu rpa t ion is not only the ou tcome
,
bu t the h ighes t aim o f a l l s ta tes ,

large or smal l
,
power fu l or wea k , despo t ic or l ibera l

,
monarch ic

,
a r is tocra t ic ,

or democ ra t ic . It fo l lows tha t the war o f one S ta te upon ano ther is a

necess i ty and common fac t
,
and every peace is on ly a prov is iona l truce .

”

Th i s idea w as not worked out at some other t ime
, under

d i fferen t C ircumstanc es
, bu t in these Letter s to a Frenchman

eu logi s ing the nat iona l sp ir i t . He asserted that al l States were
bad

,
and there c ou ld be no virtuou s Stat e
Who says S ta te ,

Says power
,
oppress ion , explo i ta t ion

,
inj us t ice— a l l these

es tab l i shed as the preva i l ing sys tem and as the fundamen ta l cond i t ions o f the

ex i s t ing soc ie ty . T he S ta te never had a moral i ty
,
and can never have one .

Its on ly mora l i ty and ju s t ice is its ow n advan tage
,
its ow n ex is tence ,

and its

ow n omn i po tence a t any pr i ce . Before these in teres ts
,
al l in teres ts o f man k ind

mu s t d isappear . The S ta te is the nega t ion of manhood .

”

So long as there is a S ta te ,
war wi l l never cease . Each S ta te mus t

overcome or be overcome . Each S ta te mu s t found its power on the w ea k ness
,

and , i f i t can ,
wi thou t danger to i tsel f , on the ab roga t ion of o ther S ta tes .

T o s tr i ve for an In terna tiona l
‘

jus tice and freedom and las t ing peace ,
and

therew i th see k the ma in ta inence o f the S ta te ,
is a r i d icu lou s na i vete .

”

Bakun in had to escape th i s v ery c harge o f r id icu lou s na ivete .

The . German Soc ia l Democrat s bel iev ed in a progress ive ser i es
of State reforms and German un i ty w ith Pru ss ia as the head of

the c en tra l i s ing movemen t . By se i z ing on th i s fac t
,
Bakun in w as

able to give po int to h i s c ase f or the French Spir i t . Un less , how
ever

,
he c ou ld make the German Soc ial Democ rat s amenable to that

spir i t
,
he rema ined the apologi st for the French State . H e c are

fu l ly po inted ou t
,
therefore

,
that th e German Soc ia l Democ rats

were anx iou s to go beyond their programme , and were wa it ing to ,

so l idate w ith the F rench worker s to proc la im the Un iver sa l
,

Soc ial i st Republ ic o f the proletaires . In th i s w ay , he destroyed
ent irely the s ign ificanc e of the French Spir i t . And he d id not

wr i te the truth . The German Soc ial Democrat s were not wa i t ing
to sol i date with the French worker s . The French workers were
not wil l ing to in i t iat e the Soc ial i st Republ ic . So c l ever ly d id
Bakun in reconc i le h i s c ontradic t ion s

,
that he bur i ed h i s super

s t it ion and Anarch i sm in the same logical grave . I t i s we l l that
th i s w as on ly a pass ing aberrat ion

,
that Bakun in w as so s inc erely

proletar ian that the Commune of Par i s found h im it s defender and

eu logist
,
and our grat i tude f or h i s v igou r and audac i ty in cous e
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.quenc e
exc eeds our regret s at h i s lapses . W e reca l l that a ll h i s

c ontemporar ies , inc luding Marx
,
nodded

,
and that the age of the

giant s who never fa i l and are super ior to C ircumstanc e has not

arr ived

Bakun in c losed h i s stormy c areer at Berne on l s t Ju ly
,
18763 .

He had founded h is Soc ial Democ rat ic All iance and been expelled
from the Marx i st Internat iona l . H is hero i sm and t ireless zeal
c ommanded the respec t o f al l who survived , and i t w as dec i ded at

h is funeral to rec onc i le the Soc ial Democ rat s and the Anarch i st s in
one as soc iat ion ,

and to bury m inor d ifferenc es—name ly
,
the ques

t ions o f Par l iamentar i sm and State reforms ! This idea of

comprom i se w as suppor ted by the Anarchi st s and Soc ial Democ rat s
throughou t Europe . ,

Mar v el lou s words of regard were pa id to

Bakun in ’s
.

memory . O n 7th Augu st , the Jura Federat ion a ssembled
at Chaux -de-Fonds and sent a fraternal greet ing , drawn up by
James Gu i l laume , to the German Soc ial Democ rat ic Congress at

Gotha . Fou f weeks later , Wi lhelm Liebknecht repl ied in the
fo l lowing terms

The C ongress of the German Soc ia l is ts has comm iss ioned me to express
to you my de l igh t over the fac t tha t the C ongress of the Federa t ion of Jura
has expres sed i tsel f in favou r o f the un ion of al l Soc ial is ts .

”

The e ighth Internat iona l Congress of the Internat ional w as

he ld at Berne a month later . The German Soc ial Democ rat ic
Party sent a delegate who expressed the fol lowing hope of un ion

The German Soc ia l Democ racy expresses the des i re tha t the Soc ia l is ts
may trea t each o ther wi th mu tua l cons idera t ion

,
so tha t , i f a comple te un ion

is no t poss ib le , there may be es tabl i shed a t leas t
, a ce r ta in unders tand ing

,
in

accordance wi th wh ich everyone may pu rsue peace fu l ly his way .

”

At the banquet
,
which conc luded the Congress

,
C afiero

,
the

d i sc ip le of Bakun in
,
drank to the hea lth o f the German Soc ial i st s !

and De Paepe toasted the memory of Michel Bakun in .

“Anarch i sm kept company with State reforms and Soc ia l i sm
w as regarded as a Par l iamentary i ssue

,
over which one mu st not

grow pass ionate . All Bakun in ’s fiery words aga in st the State
,
all

hi s ta lk of the Revolut ion
,
h i s hu rrying ac ros s Europe to boost

first one and then another insurrec t ion had ended seem ingly in
smoke !
the th ing w as imposs ib le . The event s o f the storm years

,

had made the same impress ion on Marx as on

Bakun in . Both bel ieved in revolut ionary v iolence
,
in in 'surrec t iona l

po l i t ic s
,
in the Commune and not the Empir e . Whatever the ir

per sona l quarrel and the ir differenc e as to the r igid interpretat ion
o f the Marx ian formu la

,
both were genu ine soc ia l revolut ion i st s

,

the rea l pioneer s o f the new soc ial order
,
the master s from whom

John Most drew hi s inspi rat ion . In their d i fferenc es
,
each s ide

erred . In the ir fundamental aspirat ion
,
both were at one . N ot so

with Lassal le from whom the Soc ial Democ rat s drew their fata l
inspirat ion

,
whose motto

,

“Through un iversa l su ffrage to v ic tory ,
”

they subst i tuted
,

after the down fal l of the Commune and the

defeat of the pro letar iat
,
for Marx ’s magn ific ent ! Workers o f

al l lands
,
u n it e ! lose’ but your cha ins ! ! ou

hav e a wor ld to
’21



7 ,

To set about to make a revolut ion
,
sa id Lassa l le—the

father o f that European Soc ial Democ racy wh ich bur i ed i tsel f and
at tempted to murder outr ight the European proletar iat in the
wor ld w ar of 1914-18 i s the fol ly o f immature minds

,
which

have no not ion of the laws o f hi story .

”
In th i s sp ir i t he interpreted

the event s o f 1848 and 1849 as an argument f or—d irect un iver sal
su ffrage ! With the movement founded to ma inta in th i s pr inc iple
and work towards th i s m iddle c lass end

,
the Anarch i st s ser iously

thought of ident i fy ing themselves ! They imagined th i s to be an

honour to Bakun in ,
ju st a s the Marx ist s thought they were honour

ing Marx by repud iat ing hi s revo lut ionary pr inc i ples .

9

And so you th ink that Marx and Bakun in were at one ,
’ sa i d

my fr i end .

! es ,
”
I repl i ed

,
I th ink that they were at one . I bel ieve

that they were one in purpose and in asp irat ion . But they aecom

pl ished d ist inc t tasks and served d i fferent func t ions . I t wou ld not

do for u s al l to ac t the same par t . F itted by temperament to enac t
a pecu l iar role , each man felt h i s work to be a spec ial cal l , the one
aim of l i fe . Th i s developed strong persona l i ty . And when the
two strong per sonal i t i es came into confl ic t through the nature of

their respec t ive tasks
,
the natura l antagon i sms o f the ir t empera

ment d i splayed themselves . Then came fool s , who ca l led them
selves d i sciples o f the w i se men

,
and magn ified the ir acc idental

col l i s ion s into v ital d i sc ords of purpose . Do we not know— the
fr i end who per suades u s to quarrel ! And do we not know the
di sc i pl es who are ac tual ly street brawler s of a refined order !
Marx and Bakun in have su ffered at the hands of these mental
numsku l l s .

But how wou ld you define the d i fference between the two

men
,

” pur sued my fr i end .

Very eas i ly ,
”
I answered , Marx defined the Soc ial Revolu

t ion
,
whilst Bakun in ex pressed i t . The first stood for the inv inc ible

logic of the c au se . The second conc entrated in h is ow n person i t s
unquenchable spir i t . Marx w as an impregnabl e rock of first
pr inc i ples

,
remor sel essly c omposed of fac t s . He dwar fed the

intel l igenc e of Capita l i st soc iety and witnessed to the indestruc
tabil ity of Soc ial i sm . He incarnated the pro l etar ian upheaval . He
w as the immovable mounta in of the revolu t ion . Bakun in

,
on the

other hand
,
w as the tempest . He symbol i sed the c oming flood .

Both were great brave men ! and together they gave c ompleteness
to the cert itude of revolut ion . They promised succ ess by land and

by water . They symbol i sed inexhau st ibl e pat i enc e
, unweary ing

stab i l i ty
,
inev i tabl e growth

,
and t ireless

,
res i stl ess attack . Who

c an c onc eive of a wor ld not made up of land and water ! Who
can conc e ive of the Soc ial Revolu t ion without the work of Marx
and Bakun in !”

But my fr i end w as not conv inced
,

so we turned to other
subjec t s .
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Sir W. W. S trickland , Bar t . , B A. The tran sla tor Shows how these Fa i ry
S tor ies have been der i ved fromArc t ic Annua l My ths.

T H E S PU R
A Month l y Ur e to Commun i sm and the Sov iet Republ ic .

THE OLD ST COMMUN IST JOURNAL IN BRITAIN .

S ingle C opies , 3 d . Annual Subsc ript ion ,

SPEC IAL T ERMS FOR !UANT IT IES ,

SIX ! EAR ! OLUMES—J une 1914, to J u ly 1920.

Gi l t Let tered ,
Beau t i fu l Co loured C lo t h B ind ing. S tr iking Essays from Prison

and Mi l i tary Detent ion , by Aldred and o t her C .O .

’

s Pos t Free
,
12 5. 6d.

THE B .P . BARGAIN BUNDLE
Inc lud ing spec ia l J o hn Mos t issue of l e Spur , numbers con ta in ing Robert

Tay lor’

s
“Dev i l ’s Pu lp i t , ” d i scourses , Guy Ald red

’

s Pr ison Ar ticles, etc . ,

and Red Pamph le ts. ! a lue 65. Pos t Free
, 35. Order Now .

T H ESE WORKS ARE PRODUC ED AT A LO SS.

Send y our Dona tion to the Def ic it and Propaganda Fund
N 0W!
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GLASGOW COMMUNIST . GROUP.

Headquarters! 3

r

Bakunin House
,
13 Burnbank Gardens , G lasgow, W

'
.

Founded . I912 . Fused wi th the G lasgow Anarch ist Group
1916 . Resumed its old name in May ,

19 2 0 ,

in order to emphas i se the need for Commun
i st Un i t y . S tand s on its unchanged p la t form o f class-wa r

agi ta t ion , educa t ion ,
and organ i sat ion towards the Soc ia l

Revol ut ion . I ts goa l is Commun i sm
,
the on ly hOpe of the

workers .
‘

Al l else i t deems il lus ion.

>96 3%

The Group stands for the Dic tatorsh ip of the .Pr01etariat
,

o o S
o

Po l i ti cal
e ov1et Republ ic ,

and Ant i Parl iamentary
Agi ta t ion .

Platform'
Empha t ica l l y d isagrees w i th the i dea

of support ing or work ing for Workers ’ Committees as at

presen t ex ist ing , on the ground tha t such comm i ttees are

prej ud ic ia l to the ac tua l prepara t ions o f a Sov i et Revo lu t ion .

As po inted out by Z inov i ev , they on l y become sma l l assoc ia
t ion s for propaganda ,

and are unabl e to en ter in to the d irect

pro l etar ian struggle for emanc i pa t ion . They succeed on l y in
comprom is ing the Sov i et idea in the eyes of the workers .
Heart i l y supports the Sovi et or Revo lu t ionary Workers’

Counc i l System as it wi l l be deve loped dur ing the trans i t ion
s tage and after the R evo lu t ion

,
on the dua l ground ! Sov iets

w i thou t a Revo lu t ion are imposs i ble . They are on l y parod ies
of Sov i ets . Revolu tion w ithou t Soviets i s imposs ib le . I t
cannot be a Proletar ian Revo lut ion .

Suspends its suppor t of the Th ird In terna t iona l un t i l such
t ime as tha t body repud iates its wobbl ing on the quest ion
o f Par l iamen tary Ac t ion , Workers’ Comm i ttees

,
Industr ia l

Un ion i sm ,
and other R eformist or React ionary measures , for

wh ich the Group w i l l not s tan d . Considers i t r i d icu lous for
Revo lut ionary Commun i sts to rema in afiil iated to a body

,

though born amidst Revo lu t ion , wh ich qua l ifies i ts Revolu
tionary pr incip les with proposa ls w i th which no Revo lu t ion
ary Soc ia list can agree .

>X< 3%

The G lasgow Communist Group is . working for a Free

society via the Industr ia l Repub l i c of

Labour . I f you cannot j o in the Centra l
Group , le t the Secretary pu t you in touch w i th the Loca l
Group . I f you accept ou r pr inc ipl es , bu t belong to a branch
o f some other

‘

Commun i st
,
pa rty , se e tha t you r Branch

federates w i th the G lasgow Commun i st Group . Bu i ld up a

rea l Revo lu t ionary Commun i st A l l iance throughou t Scotland .

J o in or federa te now . For Comrades w ish ing to jo in the
Cen tra l Group

,
the financ ia l dues are -3 , per quarter . Mem

bership Cards w i l l be issued to a l l who send a long the i r
app l i cat ion and dues to the Secretary—Miss J . H . PATR ICK.
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H is tory.

Membership.





RETURNTO the c irculation desk of any
University of C a lifornia Libra ry

or to the

NORTHERN REG IONALLIBRAR! FAC ILIT!

Bldg. 400, Richmond Field Station
University of C a lifornia
Richmond , CA 94804 -4698

ALLBOOKS MA! BERECALLEDAFTER 7 DA!S
2-month loansmay be renewed by ca lling
(5i0) 642—6753
l -yea r loansmay be recharged by bringing
books to NRLF

0 Renewa ls and recha rges may be made 4
d ays prior to d ue d ate .

DUEAS STAMPED BELOW

SENT ONILL

(1


